Arizona’s Water: Where It Comes From & How We Use It
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Arizona’s breathtaking landscapes, from the Grand Canyon to the Sonoran Desert, are shaped by one of the most precious
and limited resources—water. As one of the driest states in the U.S., Arizona faces ongoing challenges in managing and
conserving water for its growing population, agriculture, wildlife, and industries. Understanding where Arizona’s water
comes from and how it is used can help residents and visitors make informed decisions about conservation.

Where Arizona’s Water Comes From

Arizona relies on a combination of surface water, groundwater, and reclaimed water to meet its needs. Each source plays a
crucial role in sustaining communities, businesses, and natural ecosystems.

@ Water Sources Breakdown:
@ 36% - Colorado River @&
e The Colorado River is Arizona’s largest renewable water source.
e |t supplies water to major cities, farms, and tribal communities.
e Due to prolonged drought and overuse, water levels are declining, putting stress on Arizona’s supply.
@ 41% - Groundwater ()
e Groundwater is pumped from underground aquifers and is a critical resource, especially in rural areas.
e It provides water for homes, agriculture, and industry.
e Many groundwater reserves are being depleted faster than they can naturally recharge.
@ 18% - In-State Rivers & Surface Water &
e Arizona’s local rivers, including the Salt, Verde, and Gila Rivers, provide additional water.
e These rivers supply cities like Phoenix and Tucson.
e Drought and climate change are reducing river flows, making conservation even more vital.
@ 5% - Reclaimed Water
e Treated wastewater, or reclaimed water, is an increasingly important water source.
e Used for irrigation, industry, and some municipal purposes.

e Expanding the use of reclaimed water can help reduce reliance on groundwater and surface water.

How Arizona’s Water is Used

Water is essential for every part of life in Arizona. However, some sectors consume much more than others.



€ Water Usage by Sector:

F 72% - Agriculture
e The largest share of Arizona’s water is used for farming.
e Crops like alfalfa, cotton, and citrus require significant irrigation.
e Improved irrigation methods can help reduce water waste.

¢ 22% - Municipal & Residential
e This includes water for homes, businesses, schools, and parks.
e Urban growth increases water demand, making conservation efforts crucial.

¢ Small changes, like using low-flow fixtures and fixing leaks, can save thousands of gallons per
household each year.

E 6% - Industrial & Energy
e  Water is used in mining, manufacturing, and power generation.
e Some industries are adopting water recycling techniques to reduce their consumption.

Q Key Fact: "Arizona’s agriculture uses the most water, but urban areas also play a crucial role in conservation
efforts!"

Why Conservation is Important
Arizona faces significant challenges when it comes to maintaining a reliable water supply.
@ Key Water Challenges:
6 Drought & Climate Change:
e Less snowfall in the Rocky Mountains means reduced flow in the Colorado River.
e Higher temperatures increase evaporation and water demand.
%) Depleting Groundwater:
e Many areas are overpumping groundwater, which takes decades or centuries to replenish.
e Some regions face restrictions to prevent further depletion.
illi Population Growth:
e Arizona’s population is rapidly increasing, leading to higher water consumption.

e Sustainable water management is needed to balance demand with limited resources.



What You Can Do to Conserve Water

9 At Home:
¢ Install low-flow faucets, showerheads, and toilets.
e Fix leaks immediately—one dripping faucet can waste over 3,000 gallons a year!

e Use native, drought-resistant plants in landscaping (xeriscaping).

9 Outdoors:
e Water lawns early in the morning or late at night to reduce evaporation.
e Use drip irrigation instead of sprinklers.

e Capture rainwater for garden use.

€9 While Traveling:
e Choose eco-friendly hotels that prioritize water conservation.
e Take shorter showers and reuse towels at hotels.

e Be mindful of water usage when visiting natural areas.

€2 Final Message: Every drop counts! By making small changes, we can protect Arizona’s water
for future generations. Let’s work together to keep Arizona’s water flowing!
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